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Lord Hailes.*
[A.D. 1763.
I described to him an impudent fellow1 from Scotland, who affected to be a savage, and railed at all established systems. JOHNSON. ' There is nothing surprizing in this, Sir. He wants to make himself conspicuous. He would tumble in a hogstye, as long as you looked at him and called to him to come out. But let him alone, never mind him, and he'll soon give it over.'
I added, that the same person maintained that there was no distinction between virtue and vice. JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, if the fellow does not think as he speaks, he is lying; and I see not what honour he can propose to himself from' having the character of a lyar. But if he does really think that there is no distinction between virtue and vice, why, Sir, when he leaves our houses let us count our spoons2.1
Sir David Dalrymple, now one of the Judges of Scotland by the title of Lord Hailes, had contributed much to increase my high opinion of Johnson, on account of his writings, long before I attained to a personal acquaintance with him; I, in return, had informed Johnson of Sir David's eminent character for learning and religion3; and Johnson was so much pleased, that at one of our evening meetings he gave him for his toast. I at this time kept up a very frequent correspondence with Sir David; and I read to Dr. Johnson fo-night the following passage from the letter which I had last received from him :—
' It gives me pleasure to think that you have obtained the friendship of Mr. Samuel Johnson. He is one of the best moral writers which England has produced. At the same time, I envy you the free and
1 Boswell (Bosivelliana, p. 210) says that this ' impudent fellow' was Macpherson.
- Boswell repeated this saying and some others to Paoli. ' I felt an elation of mind to see Paoli delighted .with the saying's of Mr. Johnson, and to hear him translate them with Italian energy to the Corsican heroes.' Here Boswell describes the person as ' a certain authour.' Boswell's Corsica, p. 199.
3 Boswell thus takes him off in his comic poem The Court of Session Garland:— '"This cause," cries  Hailes, "to
judge I can't pretend, For justice, I perceive, wants an e
at the end."'
Mr. R. Chambers, in a note on this, says :—' A story is told of Lord Hailes once making a serious objection to a law-paper, and in consequence to the whole suit, on account of the word justice being thus spelt. Traditions of Edinburgh, ii. r6r. Burke says that he 'found him to be a clever man, and generally knowing.' Burke's Corns, iii. 301. See ante p. 267, and post May 12, 1774 and Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 17 1773-
undisguisedo the E. of R. in his Travels. It is dated Greenwich, Jan. 4, 1596. Mr. Spedding (Bacon's
